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And la excellent health except that
she Is subject now and then to nervoua
attacks having evidently as I believe
been struck with some dreadful right-
most

¬
likely during that accursed time

of the Terror for they came from Paris
you dont drink honest man Why

dont you drink Very very pretty In-

n pale way figure perhaps too thin
let me pour It out for you but an ang l

of gentleness and attached In such a
touching way to the citizen Maurice

Citizen hostess will you or will you
not tell me where they live

You droll little man why did you
not nsk me that before If you wanted
to know Finish your wine and come
to the door Theres your change and
thank you for jour custom though I-

tIsnt much Oome to the door I cay
and dont Interrupt me Youre an old
man can you Ere forty yardi before
you Yes you can Dont be peevish
that never did anybody any good yet
Now look back along the road whore I-

am pointing You see a large heap of
stones On the other slrlo of the heap
of stones thero is a little path you
ant see that but you can remember

what I tell you Good You go down
the path till you get to a stream down
the stream till you get to a bridge
down the other bank of the stream
after crorslng the bi Idge till you get

to an old watermill a Jewel of a water-

mill famous for miles around artlstd
from the four quarters of the globe are
always coming to sketch it Ah what
you are getting peevish again You
wont wait Impatient old man what
a life your wife must lead If yon have
got one Remember the brldgo Ah
your poor wife and children I pity
them your daughters especially Pst
pst Remember tho bridge peevish
old man remember the brldgo

Walking as fast as he could out of
bearing of the Widow Duvals tonguy-

Xomaque took the path by the heap of
stones which led out to the high road
crossed the stream and arrived at the
old watermill Close by It stood a cot-

tage
¬

a rough simple building with a-

trlp of garden In front Lomaque3
observant eyes marked the graceful ar-

rangement
¬

of the flower beds and the
delicate whiteness of the curtains that
lung behind the badlyglazed narrow
windows This must be the place
he Bald to himself as he knocked at
the door with his stick I can see the
traces of her hand before I cross the
threshold

The door opened Pray does the
citizen Maurice Lomaque began not

eelng clearly for the first moment in-

tho dark little passage
Before he could say any more his

Tiand was grasped his carpet bag was
taken from him and a wellknown-
Trolco cried Welcome a thousand
times welcome ntlast Citizen Maurice
Is not at home but Louis Trudalne
takes his place ana Is overjoyed to see
once more the best and dearest of his
irlenda

I hardly knowyon again How you

are altered for the better exclaimed
Lomaque as they entered the parlor of

the cottage
Remember that you see me after a-

long freedom from anxiety Since I

have lived here I havo gone to rest at
night and have not been afraid of the
morning replied Trudalne He went
out Into the passage while he spoke
and called at the foot of the one flight

of stairs which tho cottage possessed
Rose Rose come down The friend

whom you most wished to see has ar-

rived
¬

at last
She answered the summons Imm-

ediately
¬

The frinlc friendly warmth of
her greeting her resolute determina-
tion

¬

after the first inquiries were over
to help the guest to take off his upper
coat with her own hands so confused
and delighted Lomaque that be hard
4y knew which way to turn or what to-

ay
This is oven more trying In a pleas-

ant
¬

way toalonely old fellow like me-

f he was about to add than the un-

expected
¬

clvllltyofthe hot cup of coffee
years ago but remembering what
recollections even that trifling clrcum-

rtance might recallhe checked hlm
pelf

More trying than what asked
Rose leading bim to a chair

Ah I forget I amIn a dotage al-

T ady he answered confusedly I
have not got used Just yet to the pleas-

ure
¬

of seeing your kind faceagaln-

CHAPTEiTxX
T WAS Indeed a
pleasure to look at
that face now afti-
er Lomaques last
experience of It-

Thiee years of re ¬

pose though they
had not restored 10

Rose those youthful
attractions which
she had lost forever
in the days of tho

jgirtor had not passed Jvithout leav ¬

Jw

ing kindly outward traces of their heal-
ing

¬

progress Though the girlish
roundness had not returned to her
cheeks or tho girlish delicacy of color
to her complexion her eyes had recov-
ered

¬

much of their old softness and her
expression all of Its old winning
charm What was left of latent sad-

ness
¬

In her face and of significant
quietness In her manner remained
gently and harmlessly remained rath-
er

¬

to show what had been once than
what was now

When they were all seited there was
however something like a momentary
return to the suspense and anxiety of
past days in their faces as Trudalne
looking earnestly at Lomaque asked

Do you bring any news from Paris
None ho replied but excellent

news Instead from Rouen I have
heard accidentally through the em-

ployer
¬

whom I havo been serving slnco-
we parted that your old house by the
river side Is to let again

Rose started from her chair Oh
Louis If we could only live there once
more My flowergarden she con-

tinued
¬

turning to Lomaque
Cultivated throughout ho answer-

ed
¬

by the late proprietor
And tho laboratory added her

brother
Left standing Said Lomaque

Here Is a letter with all the partic-
ular

¬

You may depend upon them for
the writer Is the person charged with
tho letting of the house

Trudalne looked over the letter
eagerly

The price U not beyond our means
he said After our three years econ-
omy

¬

hero we can afford to give some-
thing

¬

for a great pleasure
Oh what a day of happiness It will

he when we go homo again cried
Rose Pray write to your friend at
once she added addressing Lomaque

and say we take the house before any
one else Is beforehand with us

Ho nodded and folding up the letter
mechanically in the old official form
made n note on It In the old ofdclnl
manner Trudalne observed the action
and felt Its association with past times
of trouble and terror His face grew
grave again as he said to Lomaque
And Is this good news really all the

news of importance you have to tell
us

Lomaque hesitated and fidgeted In
his chair What other news T havo
will well bear keeping he replied
There are many questions I should

like to ask first about your sister and
yourself Do you mind allowing me-

to refer for a moment to the time when
we last met

He addressed this Inquiry to Rose
who answered In the negative but her
voice seemed to alter even In saying
tho one word No She turned her
head away when she spoke and Lo-

maque
¬

notlcod that her hands trem-
bled

¬

aB she took up some work lying on-

a tablo near and hurriedly occupied
herself with It

We speak as little about that time
as possible said Trudalne looking sig ¬

nificantly towards his sister but we-

havo some questions to ask you In our
turn so the allusion for this once Is
Inevitable Your sudden disappearance
at tho very crisis of that terrible time
of danger has not yet been fully ex-

plained
¬

to us The one short note which
you left behind you helped us to guess
af what had happened rather than to
understand it-

I can easily explain it now an-

swered
¬

Lomaque Tho sudden over-
throw

¬

of the Reign of Terror which
was salvation to you waB destruction to-

me The new republican reign was a
reign of mercy except for the tall of-

Robespierre as the phrase ran then
Every man who had been so wicked
or so unfortunate as to be Involved
even in the meanest capacity with tho
machinery of the government of Ter-
ror

¬

was threatened and Justly with
tho fate of Robespierre I among oth-
ers

¬

fell under this menace of death I
deserved to dlo and should have re-

signed
¬

myself to the guillotine but for
you From the course taken by public
events I knew you would be saved
and although your safety was the work
of circumstances still I had a hand In
rendering It possible at the outset and
a yearning came over me to behold you
both free again with my owe eyes
a selflsh yearning to see In you a
living breathing real result of the one
good Impulse of my heartwhlch I could
look back on with satisfaction The de-

sire
¬

gave me a new Interest in life I
resolved to escape death if it were pos-
sible

¬

For ten days I lay hidden in
Paris After that thanks to certain
scraps of useful knowledge which my
experience in the office of secret police
had given me I succeeded in getting
clear of Paris and in making my way
safely to Switzerland The rest of my
story la so short and so soon told that
one relation I knew of In the world to
apply to was a cousin of mine whom I
had never seon before established as

a sllkmercer at Berne I threw mf
self on this mans mercy He discov-
ered

¬

that I was likely with my busi-
ness

¬

habits to be of some use to him
and he took me into his house I worked
for what ho pleased to give me trav-
eled

¬

about for him In Switzerland de-

served
¬

his confidence and won It Till
within the last few months I remained
with him and only left my employ-

ment
¬

to enter by my masters own de-

sire
¬

the house of his brother estab-
lished

¬

also as a sllkmercer at Chalon-
ssurMarne In the counting house of

this merchant I am corresponding
clerk and am only able to come and
see you now by offering to undertake
a special business mission for my em-

ployer
¬

at Paris It is drudgery at my
time of life aftor all I have gone
through but my hard work Is Inno-
cent

¬

work I am not obliged to crlnga
for every crownpiece I put In mv
pocket not bound to denounce de-

ceive
¬

and dog to death other men
before I can earn my bread and scrape
together money enough to bury me I-

am ending a bad base life harmlessly
at last It Is a poor thing to do but
II Is something done andoven that
contents a man of my age In short I-

am happier than I used to be or at
least less ashamed when I look peoplo
like 5ou In the face

Hush hush Interrupted Rose
laying her hand on his arm I cannot
allow you to talk of yourself In that
way even In Jest

I was speaking In earnest answer-
ed

¬

Lomaque quietly hut I wont
weary you with any more words about
myself My story Is told

All asked Trudalne He looked
searchlngly almost suspiciously at-
Lomaque as ho put the question All
he repeated Yours is a short story
my good friend Perhaps you have
forgotten some of it

Again Lomaque fidgeted and hesi-

tated
¬

Is It not a littlehard on an old man
to be always asking questions of him
and never answering one of hl3 Inquir-
ies

¬

In return ho said to Rose very
gaily as to manner but rather uneas-
ily

¬

as to look
He will not speak out till we two are

alone thought Trudalne It is best to
risk nothing and to humor him

Come como ho said aloud no
grumbling I admit that It Is your
turn to hear our Btory now and I will
do my best to gratify you But be-

fore
¬

I begin he added turning to his
sister let me suggest Rose that ir
you have any household matters to
settle upstairs

I know what you mean she In-

terrupted
¬

hurriedly taking up tho work
which during the last few minutes she
had allowed to drop Into her lap but I-

am stronger than you think I can face
the worst of our recollections compos ¬

edly Go on Louis praygo on I am
quite fit to stop and hear you

You know what wn suffered In the
first days of our suspense after the suc-

cess
¬

of your stratagem said Tru-
dalne

¬

turning to Lomaque I think
It was on tho evening after we had
seen you for the last time at St La-

zarethat strange confused rumors of an
Impending convulsion In Paris first
penetrated within our prison walls
During the next few days the faces ot
our gaolers were enough to show us
that those rumors were true and that
tho Reign of Terror was actually
threatened with overthrow at the
hands ot the Moderate Party We had
hardly time to hope everything from
this blessed change before the tre-

mendous
¬

news of Robespierres at-

tempted
¬

suicide then ot his condem-

nation
¬

and execution reached us The
confusion produced in tho prison was
beyond all description The accused
who had been tried and the accused who
had not been tried got mingled to-

gether
¬

From the day of Robespierres-
arreBt no orders came to the authori-
ties

¬

no death lists reached the prison
The gaolers terrified by rumors that
the lowest accomplices of the tyrant
would be held responsible and be con-

demned
¬

with him made no attempt to
maintain order Some of them that
humpbacked man among the rest
deserted their duties altogether The
disorganization was so complete that
when the commissioners from the new
government came to St Lazare Borne of-

us were actually half starving from
want of the bare necessaries of life To
Inquire separately Into our cases was
found to be Impossible Sometimes the
necessary papers were Jost sometimes
what documents remained were Incom-
prehensible

¬

to the new commissioners
They were obliged at last to make
short work of It by calling us up be-

fore
¬

them In dozens Tried or not tried
we had all been arrested by the tyrant
had all been accused of conspiracy
against him and were all ready to hall
the new government as the salvation
of France In nine cases out of ten
our best claim to be discharged was
derived from these circumstances

TO OH COXTIXOB-

DChines nnd Cockroachm
Cockroaches are never willingly slain

by Chinamen They consider them
sacred Insects and think it portends Ill
luck to step an them As they never
make any effort to exterminate them
the Chinese quarters are usually over-
run

¬

with these pests
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